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March 26, 2008

Lawyers Weekly

Letter To The Editor:

Thank you for your article in the Hearsay section entitled “Muddle in Middlesex.” (LWP March 24, 2008).  Your attention to the Middlesex Probate and Family Court allows our association to address several issues of concern to our membership.

First and foremost, I would like to welcome Judge Peter DiGangi to the Middlesex Probate and Family Court.  Although Judge DiGangi has been here before, his duties as First Justice utilize his talents in a new role.  Judge DiGangi has always been a talented and dedicated member of the judiciary.  He is now demonstrating a superior administrative talent in dealing with adverse circumstances which he inherited.

These adverse circumstances are not at the trial court level.  It is estimated that the Probate and Family Court, statewide, will be short fifteen judges in the next several months.  Middlesex Probate Court is short two judges.  I applaude Judge Dilday’s decision to move to Essex County.  She follows a long line of judges who have taken on the challenge of temporarily transferring to another county in order to help the court system function.

Another critical issue that is facing Judge DiGangi is the shortage of probation officers at Middlesex.  Middlesex Probate and Family Court is now short six probation officers.  Probation officers are the life blood of the probate and family court.  They mediate thousands of cases each year and conduct investigations regarding situations in which a Guardian Ad Litem would be untimely or inappropriate.  These officers are under the province of the Register of Probate, John Buonomo.  Judge DiGangi and Mr. Buonomo are working very closely to buffer the effects of these shortages on staff and on the public.

The Middlesex County Bar Association remains concerned that the valiant efforts of these fine individuals will not be enough without help from the CJAM, legislature, and the Governor’s office.  I would ask Lawyer’s Weekly to focus more attention on these critical issues and less attention on the distribution of docket numbers between overworked judges whose dockets are as individual as the judges themselves.  Please help the association by asking the difficult questions regarding appointments and funding that need to be answered immediately.

Frank J. Ciano

President

Lloyd D. Godson

President Elect

